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PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY AGAINST SHIPS
IN WATERS OFF THE COAST OF SOMALIA

Best Management Practices for Protection against Somalia Based Piracy

1 The Maritime Safety Committee (the Committee), at its eighty-ninth session
(11 to 20 May 2011) having, inter alia, recognized the importance of the Best Management
Practices (BMP) and the need to comply with the provisions therein, adopted resolution
MSC.324(89) on Implementation of Best Management Practice Guidance, and expressed its
general understanding of the need to keep the BMP alive, relevant, dynamic and updated.

2 The Committee noted that the industry group was working on a revision to the Best
Management Practices to Deter Piracy off the Coast of Somalia and in the Arabian Sea Area.
The Committee therefore authorized the Chairman and the IMO Secretariat to distribute the
revised Best Management Practices guidance as a new MSC circular, and to revoke the
existing circular (currently MSC.1/Circ.1337) without waiting for the Committee's prior
approval. The Committee then would be invited to endorse the new circular retrospectively
at its next meeting.

3 The International Chamber of Shipping (ICS), acting on behalf of the industry
organizations who contributed to the development of, or have declared their support for, the
Best Management Practices, has requested the Organization to circulate the most recent
version (August 2011) of the Best Management Practices, as set out in annex 1.

4 As authorized by MSC 87, this circular is issued following consultations with the
Chairman of the Maritime Safety Committee prior to it being brought to the attention of the
Committee.

5 Member Governments are invited to consider the Best Management Practices as
set out in annex 2, and advise owners, operators and managers of ships entitled to fly their
flag, as well as the shipboard personnel employed or engaged on such ships, to act
accordingly taking into account the guidance provided in resolution MSC.324(89) and the
Organization's current recommendations to Governments and guidance to shipowners and
ship operators, shipmasters and crews on preventing and suppressing acts of piracy and
armed robbery against ships’.

MSC.1/Circ.1333 on Recommendations to Governments for preventing and suppressing piracy and armed
robbery against ships, and MSC.1/Circ.1334 on Guidance to shipowners and ship operators, shipmasters
and crews on preventing and suppressing acts of piracy and armed robbery against ships, or revisions
thereto.
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6 Intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations with consultative status are
also invited to consider the Best Management Practices and other guidance detailed in
paragraph 5 above, and to advise their membership to act accordingly.

7 Member Governments and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations

with consultative status are invited to consider bringing the results of the experience gained
from using the Best Management Practices, as set out in annex 2, to the attention of the

Committee.

8 MSC.1/Circ.1337 is hereby revoked.
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ANNEX 1

International Chamber of Shipping Q}.\NAII()/'/

12 Carthusian Street éf‘ %\
London ECIM 6EZ N

Telephone +44 20 7417 8844 O EQ
Fax +44 20 7417 8877 e /<]
E-mail ics@marisec.org ‘}"% Q
Web site www.marisec.org "2) “3

wwwshippingfacts.com

The Secretary-General,
International Maritime Organization,
4 Albert Embankment,

London,

SE1 7SR.

6 September 2011

Dear Secretary-General,

| am writing on behalf of all of the industry organisations that have contributed to
the development of, and are united in support for, the “Best Management
Practice for Protection against Somali Based Piracy” (BMP). These organisations
are listed below. It is emphasised that the document is a joint industry work and
that it should be described as such.

The industry has always taken the view that the BMP should be updated as
indicated by experience with piracy in the region and to reflect the changing
tactics of the pirates. In the early part of this year we found that sufficient
feedback had been received to justify work on a 4™ revision. In late August,
version 4 of the BMP was published and this version is now available on the
industry association websites as well as on those of the appropriate military
organisations.

Since it is important that the latest information is available to companies, masters
and seafarers, it would be appreciated if IMO could once again circulate BMP
version 4 and invite IMO member States to note the latest revised version of the
BMP and to inform all parties concerned. We recommend that the high
resolution version available at:

International Chamber of Shipping Limited. Registered in England No. 1532887 at the above adidres:
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http://www.witherbyseamanship.com/best-management-practice-bmpd-
downloadable-product, html

is used for downloading purposes.

Yours sincerely

Tl UWe

P B Hinchliffe
Secretary General

On behalf of;

BIMCO CLIA

ICS 1G P&l

IMB IMEC

Intercargo InterManager
INTERTANKO IPTA

ISF iTF

JWC/IHC Mission to Seafarers
OCIMF SIGTTO

WSC
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® |t is important to note that Naval/Military forces will apply the
following criteria before a boarding to release those in a Citadel
can be considered:

¢ 100% of the crew must be secured in the Citadel.

¢ Thecrew ofthe ship musthave self contained, independent,
reliable 2-way external communications (sole reliance on
VHF communications is not sufficient).

¢ The pirates must be denied access to ship propulsion.

® The use of a Citadel, even where the above criteria is applied,
cannot guarantee a Naval/Military response.

8.14 Unarmed Private Maritime Security Contractors

The use of unarmed Private Maritime Security Contractors is a
matter for individual ship operators following their own voyage risk
assessment. The deployment onboard is subject to the national
laws of the Flag State. The use of experienced and competent
unarmed Private Maritime Security Contractors can be a valuable
addition to BMP.

8.15 Armed Private Maritime Security Contactors

The use, or not, of armed Private Maritime Security Contractors
onboard merchant vessels is a matter for individual ship operators
to decide following their own voyage risk assessment and
approval of respective Flag States. This advice does not constitute
a recommendation or an endorsement of the general use of armed
Private Maritime Security Contractors.

Subject to risk analysis, careful planning and agreements the
provision of Military Vessel Protection Detachments (VPDs) deployed
to protect vulnerable shipping is the recommended option when
considering armed guards.
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If armed Private Maritime Security Contractors are to be used they
must be as an additional layer of protection and not as an alternative
to BMP.

If armed Private Maritime Security Contractors are present on board
a merchant vessel, this fact should be included in reports to UKMTO
and MSCHOA.

The International Maritime Organisation (IMO) have produced
guidance in the form of IMO Circulars for ship operators and
Masters and for Flag States on the use of Private Maritime Security
Contractors on board ships in the High Risk Area.

The current IMO Guidance on the use of armed Private Maritime

Security Contractors is included on the MSCHOA website.
(www.mschoa.org)
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Section 9

Pirate Attack

9.1

If the crew of a vessel suspects that it is coming under a pirate
attack there are specific actions that are recommended to
be taken during the approach stage and the attack stage. It
should be noted that the pirates generally do not use weapons
until they are within two cables of a vessel, therefore any period
up until this stage can be considered as “approach”, and
gives a vessel valuable time in which to activate her defences
and make it clear to pirates that they have been seen and the
vessel is prepared and will resist.

9.2 Approach Stage

If not already at full speed, increase to maximum to open the
CPA. Try to steer a straight course to maintain a maximum
speed.

Initiate the ship’s pre-prepared emergency procedures.
Activate the Emergency Communication Plan

¢ Sound the emergency alarm and make a ‘Pirate Attack’
announcement in accordance with the Ship’s Emergency
Plan.

¢ Report the attack immediately to UKMTO
(+971505 523 215). UKMTO is the primary point of contact
during an attack but MSCHOA acts as a back-up contact
point. Once established, maintain communication with
UKMTO. Please report attack to UKMTO even if part of a
national convoy so other merchant ships can be warned.

¢ Activate the Ship Security Alert System (SSAS), which will
alert your Company Security Officer and Flag State. Make
a ‘Mayday’ call on VHF Ch. 16 (and backup Ch. 08, which
is monitored by naval units).

¢ Send a distress message via the Digital Selective Calling
system (DSC) and Inmarsat-C, as applicable.
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¢ Ensure that the Automatic Identification System (AIS) is
switched ON.

m All crew, except those required on the bridge or in the engine
room, should muster at the Safe Muster Point or Citadel if
constructed, so that the crew are given as much ballistic
protection as possible should the pirates get close enough to
use weapons.

m  Where possible, alter course away from the approaching skiffs,
and/or Motherships. When sea conditions allow, consider
altering course to increase an approaching skiffs exposure to
wind/waves.

B Activate water spray and other appropriate self-defensive
measures

m Ensure that all external doors and, where possible, internal
public rooms and cabins, are fully secured.

B In addition to the emergency alarms and announcements
for the benefit of the vessel’'s crew sound the ship’s whistle /
foghorn continuously to demonstrate to any potential attacker
that the ship is aware of the attack and is reacting to it.
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9.3 Attack stage
B Reconfirm that all ship’s personnel are in a position of safety.

B Asthe pirates close in on the vessel, Masters should commence
small alterations of helm whilst maintaining speed to deter skiffs
from lying alongside the vessel in preparation for a boarding
attempt. These manoeuvres will create additional wash to
impede the operation of the skiffs.

B Substantial amounts of helm are not recommended, as these
are likely to significantly reduce a vessel’s speed.
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Section 10

If the Pirates take
Control

10.1 Try to remain calm.

10.2 Before the pirates gain access to the bridge, inform UKMTO.
Ensure that the SSAS has been activated, and ensure that the
AIS is switched on.

10.3 Offer no resistance to the pirates once they reach the bridge.
Once on the bridge the pirates are likely to be aggressive,
highly agitated, and possibly under the influence of drugs,
(including khat, an amphetamine like stimulant), so remaining
calm and cooperating fully will greatly reduce the risk of harm.

10.4 If the bridge/engine room is to be evacuated the main engine
should be stopped and all way taken off the vessel if possible,
(and if navigationally safe to do so). All remaining crew
members should proceed to the designated Safe Muster Point
with their hands visible.

10.5 Leave any CCTV running.
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Section 11

In the Event of Military
Action

11.1 In the event that Naval/Military forces take action onboard
the ship, all personnel should keep low to the deck and
cover their head with both hands, with hands visible. On no
account should personnel make movements which could be
misinterpreted as being aggressive.

11.2 Do not use flash photography.
11.3 Be prepared to be challenged on your identity. Brief and
prepare ship’s personnel to expect this and to cooperate fully

during any Naval/Military action onboard.

11.4 Be aware that English is not the working language of all Naval/
Military forces in the region.

Naval/Military forces will endeavour to respond rapidly to ongoing
acts of piracy, however because of the very large distances across
the High Risk Area a Naval/Military response may not be possible.
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Section 12

Post Incident
Reporting

12.1 Following any piracy attack or suspicious activity, it is vital
that a detailed report of the event, (as per Annex D of this
booklet), is reported to UKMTO and MSCHOA. It is also helpful
to provide a copy of the report to the IMB. It is important that
the report contains descriptions and distinguishing features of
any suspicious vessels that were observed. This will ensure
full analysis and trends in piracy activity are established and
will enable assessment of piracy techniques or changes in
tactics, in addition to ensuring appropriate warnings can be
issued to other Merchant shipping in the vicinity.

12.2 Masters are, therefore, requested to complete the standardised
piracy report form contained in Annex D.

12.3 Note that ship operators may also be required to forward a
copy of the completed standardised piracy attack report
(contained in Annex D) to their Flag State, and in any event are
encouraged to do so.

Prosecution of Pirates - Assisting Law Enforcement Authorities

12.4 For Naval/Military forces to hold suspected pirates, following a
piracy incident, a witness statement from those affected by
the piracy incident is required. Seafarers are encouraged
to provide witness statements to Naval/Military forces or law
enforcement officers as appropriate when requested to do
so to enable suspected pirates to be held and handed over to
prosecuting States. Without supporting evidence, including
witness statements from those affected by the piracy incident,
suspected pirates are unlikely to be prosecuted.

12.5 Law enforcement authorities will routinely request permission
to conduct post-release crew debriefs and to collect evidence
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for ongoing and future investigations and prosecutions
following captivity. A thorough investigation is critical to
ensure that potential physical evidence, including electronic
evidence, is not tainted or destroyed or potential withesses
overlooked. The company and crew are advised that the
quality of evidence provided and the availability of the crew
to testify will significantly help any investigation or prosecution
that follows.

12.6 INTERPOL is an international police organisation with
188 member countries which facilitates cross border police
co-operation to combat international crime.

12.7 INTERPOL has a secure website to provide support to ship
operators who have had their vessels hijacked by pirates.
INTERPOL recognise that seafarers as the victims of piracy
must be dealt with in a sympathetic and professional manner.
INTERPOL’s Maritime Piracy Task Force can assist in taking
the appropriate steps to preserve the integrity of the evidence
left behind at the crime scene. INTERPOL has a Command
and Co-ordination Centre (CCC) which supports any of the
188 member countries faced with a crisis situation or requiring
urgent operational assistance. The CCC operates in all four
of INTERPOL’s official languages—English, French, Spanish
and Arabic—and is staffed 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
It is recommended ship operators contact INTERPOL within
3 days of a hijacking of their vessel.

12.8 INTERPOL may be consulted to discuss the recommended
best practices and protocols for the preservation of evidence
or other physical clues that could be useful to law enforcement
agents pursuing an investigation of the incident. The 24hr
telephone contact details for the CCC and INTERPOL’s
Maritime Task Force website are contained in Annex A and set
out below:

CCC 24hr telephone helpline: - +33(0) 4 72 44 76 76
Website: - www.interpol.int
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Section 13

Updating Best
Management Practices

13.1 The Industry Organisations engaged in producing this Booklet
will endeavour to meet regularly and will ensure the BMPs are
updated as necessary, based upon operational experience
and lessons learned.

13.2 The latest advice may be found on the MSCHOA, NATO
Shipping Centre and MARLO websites. Additionally the
UKMTO may be contacted at any time for updated advice.
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ANNEX A

Useful Contact Details

1)

2)

EEEEE & EEEHR

UKMTO

Email:
Telephone (24hrs):

MSCHOA

Via Website
for reporting:
Telephone:
Fax:

Email:

UKMTO@eim.ae
+971 50 552 3215

www.mschoa.org

+44 (0) 1923 958545
+44 (0) 1923 958520
postmaster@mschoa.org

NATO SHIPPING CENTRE

Website

Email:

Telephone (24hrs):
Fax:

MARLO

Website
Email:
Office:

Duty (24hrs):
Fax :

INTERPOL

Website
Email:
Telephone (24hrs):

www.shipping.nato.int
info@shipping.nato.int
+44(0)1923 956574
+44(0)1923 956575

www.cusnc.navy.mil/marlo/
marlo.bahrain@me.navy.mil
+973 1785 3925
+973 3940 1395
+973 1785 3930

www.interpol.int
os-ccc@interpol.int
+33(0) 4724476 76

IS



6) IMB

Email:
Telephone:
Fax:

Telex:

i

piracy@icc-ccs.org
+60 3 2031 0014
+60 3 2078 5769
MA34199 IMBPC1



ANNEX B

UKMTO Vessel Position
Reporting Forms

Once a vessel has transmitted an Initial Report to UKMTO, then
UKMTO will reply and request Daily Reports to be transmitted.
Upon reaching port, or upon exiting the High Risk Area UKMTO will
request a Final Report to be transmitted. The following forms are
provided:

m Initial Report Format
m Daily Report Format
m Final Report Format.

Masters and Owners should check with the MSCHOA website for the
latest information regarding the UKMTO Voluntary Reporting Area
(www.MSCHOA .org) or directly with UKMTO (+971 505 523 215).

UKMTO Vessel Position Reporting Form - Initial Report
01 | Ship Name
02 | Flag
03 | IMO Number
04 | INMARSAT Telephone Number
05 | Time & Position
06 | Course
07 | Passage Speed
08 | Freeboard

09 | Cargo
10 | Destination and Estimated Time
of Arrival

IS



11 | Name and contact details of
Company Security Officer

12 | Nationality of Master and Crew

13 | Armed/unarmed security team
embarked

UKMTO Vessel Position Reporting Form - Daily Position Report

01 Ship’s name

02 | Ship’s Call Sign and IMO
Number

03 | Time of Report in UTC
04 | Ship’s Position

05 | Ship’s Course and Speed

06 | Any other important information

07 | ETA point A/B IRTC
(if applicable)

The other important information could be change of destination or
ETA, number of UK personnel on board etc.

UKMTO Vessel Position Reporting Form - Final Report

01 | Ship’s name
02 | Ship’s Call Sign and IMO Number
03 | Time of Report in UTC

04 | Port or position when leaving the
voluntary reporting area

|



ANNEX C

Piracy Definitions

1. ltis important to use common definitions and guidelines when
reporting piracy attacks and suspicious activity because this
will ensure:

B Harmonised data assessment.
® Provision of consistent reporting.
B Harmonised intelligence gathering.

2. ‘Piracy’ is defined in the 1982 United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) (article 101). However, for
the purposes of these BMP, it is important to provide clear,
practical, working guidance to the Industry to enable accurate
and consistent assessment, of suspicious activity and piracy
attacks.

3. The following are the BMP Guidelines to assist in assessing
what is a Piracy attack and what is suspicious activity

B A piracy attack may include, (but is not limited to), actions
such as the following:

¢ The use of violence against the ship or its personnel, or
any attempt to use violence.

¢ Attempt(s) to board the vessel where the Master
suspects the persons are pirates.

¢ An actual boarding whether successful in gaining
control of the vessel or not.

¢ Attempts to overcome the Ship Protection Measures
by the use of:
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o Ladders.
o Grappling hooks.

o Weapons deliberately used against or at the
vessel.

m For the purposes of BMP the following definitions
distinguish between the differing levels of pirate activity:

Pirate Attack

A piracy attack as opposed to an approach is where a vessel has
been subjected to an aggressive approach by a pirate craft, AND
weapons have been discharged.

Hijack
A hijack is where pirates having boarded and taken control of a
vessel against the crews will.

lllegal Boarding

An illegal boarding is where pirates have boarded a vessel but
HAVE NOT taken control. Command remains with the Master. The
most obvious example of this is the Citadel scenario.

Suspicious or Aggressive Approach
4. Guidelines for defining suspicious activity:

B Action taken by another craft may be deemed suspicious
if any of the following occur (the list is not exhaustive):

¢ Adefinite course alteration towards the craft associated
with a rapid increase in speed, by the suspected craft,
which cannot be accounted for as normal activity in
the circumstances prevailing in the area.
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¢ Small craft sailing on the same course and speed for

an uncommon period and distance, not in keeping
with normal fishing, or other circumstances prevailing
in the area.

Sudden changes in course towards the vessel and
aggressive behaviour.

5. Guidance Note:

In helping to evaluate suspicious activity, the following
may be of assistance to determine the nature of a suspect
vessel:

1.
2.
3.

The number of crew on board relative to its size.
The Closest Point of Approach (CPA).

The existence of unusual and non-fishing equipment,
e.g. ladders, climbing hooks or large amounts of fuel
onboard.

If the craft is armed in excess of the level commonly
experienced in the area.

If weapons are fired in the air.

I



® This is not an exhaustive listing. Other events, activity
and craft may be deemed suspicious by the Master of a
merchant vessel having due regard to their own seagoing
experiences within the High Risk Area and information
shared amongst the international maritime community. The
examples above are to be treated only as guidance and
are not definitive or exhaustive.
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ANNEX D

Follow-up Report

Following any piracy attack or suspicious activity, it is vital that a
detailed report of the event, is provided to UKMTO and MSCHOA. It
is also helpful to provide a copy of the report to the IMB.

PIRACY ATTACK REPORT VESSEL

PARTICULARS/DETAILS:
General Details
01 | Name of Ship:
02 | IMO No:
03 | Flag:
04 | Call Sign:
05 | Type of Ship:
06 | Tonnages: GRT:
NRT: DWT:
07 | Owner’s (Address & Contact Details):
08 | Manager’'s (Address & Contact Details):
09 | Last Port/Next Port:
10 | Cargo Details: (Type/Quantity)
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Details of Incident

11

Date & Time of Incident:

LT uTtcC
12 | Position: Lat:
(N/S) Long: (E/W)
13 | Nearest Land Mark/Location:

14

Port/Town/Anchorage Area:

15

Country/Nearest Country:

16

Status (Berth/Anchored/Steaming):

17

Own Ship’s Speed:

18

Ship’s Freeboard During Attack:

19

Weather During Attack (Rain/Fog/Mist/Clear/etc, Wind
(Speed and Direction), Sea/Swell Height):

20 | Types of Attack (Boarded/Attempted):

21 | Consequences for Crew, Ship and Cargo:
Any Crew Injured/Killed:
Items/Cash Stolen:

22 | Area of the Ship being Attacked:

23 | Last Observed Movements of Pirates/Suspect Craft:

24 | Type of vessel (Whaler, Dhow, Fishing Vessel, Merchant
Vessel)

25 | Description of vessel (Colour, Name, Distinguishing
Features)

26 | Course and Speed of vessel when sighted
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Details of Raiding Party

27

Number of Pirates/Robbers:

28

Dress/Physical Appearance:

29

Language Spoken:

30 | Weapons Used:

31 | Distinctive Details:
32 | Craft Used:

33 | Method of Approach:
34 | Duration of Attack:
35 | Aggressive/Violent:

Further Details

36 | Action Taken by Master and Crew and its effectiveness:

37 | Was Incident Reported to the Coastal Authority? If so to
whom?

38 | Preferred Communications with Reporting Ship:
Appropriate Coast Radio Station/HF/MF/VHF/INMARSAT
IDS (Plus Ocean Region Code)/MMSI

39 | Action Taken by the Authorities:

40 | Number of Crew/Nationality:

41 | Please Attach with this Report — A Brief Description/Full
Report/Master — Crew Statement of the Attack/Photographs
taken if any.

42 | Details of Self Protection Measures.
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ANNEX E

MSCHOA Vessel
Movement
Registration Form

The form ‘Register a Vessel’'s Movements’ is reproduced below from
the MSCHOA website. The following is to be noted:

B The MSCHOA website should always be consulted to ensure
that the most up to date version of the form is being used.

B Registration is required within the area bounded by 78°E, 10°S,
23°N and Suez.

m The form may be completed online by ship operators, (or
Masters where vessels have internet access), but note that
registration with the MSCHOA website is required before the
form can be completed.

B MSCHOA will also accept faxed forms, and forms by email.
Again ship operators should ensure that they and/or their
vessels are in receipt of the latest version of the form.

m Allfields with an asterisk (*) are obligatory.

Vessel’s Details

Ship Name * Flag State *
IMO Number * MMSI Number *
Call Sign * Ship’s Master

Primary E-Mail *

Secondary E-Mail

Ship contact number *

Ship contact E-Mail *
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Owner name

Operator name

Operator address

Operator telephone

Operator E-Mail

DPA name

DPA telephone

DPA E-Mall

Movement Details

Entry Point to High Risk Area *
(78°E/10°S/23°N/Suez/Port)

Entry Date/Time to High Risk
Area *

(DD/MM/YYYY) (HH) (MM)

Exit Point from High Risk Area *
(78°E/10°S/23°N/Suez/Port)

Entry Date/Time to High Risk
Area *

(DD/MM/YYYY) (HH) (MM)

Do you intend to transit the IRTC?

ETA to IRTC (times are in UTC/
Zulu time) *

(Tick box if applicable)

Direction * (East/West)

Do you intend to join a group
transit?

Do you intend to join a National
Convoy?

Which National Convoy are you
joining? *

(Chinese, Indian, Japanese,
Korean, Russian, Turkish)

Crew numbers and nationalities

Draught

Freeboard of lowest accessible
deck in
Metres(M) *

Planned Transit Speed *
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Vessels Maximum Speed *

Cargo

(Crude Oil/Clean Oil/Arms/
Chemicals/
Gas/Passengers/Bulk Cargo/
Containers/Fishing/Ballast/
Others ... Please Specify)

Hazardous cargo

Next Port of Call

Last Port of Call

Note:a. Items in italics only appear upon selection of prior options
b. Items in square brackets are options in a drop-down list

Movement Details

AIS to be left on through GOA?

AlS to be left on through HOA?

Anti-piracy measures in place?

Crew Briefing

Extra Lookouts

Fire Hoses Rigged

Fire Pump Ready

Barbed/Razor Wire

Locked Doors

External Communication Plan

Outboard Ladders Stowed

Citadel

Dummies Posted

Night Vision Optics

Manned Engine Room

CcCTv

Crew Dirills Completed

Unarmed Security Team onboard

Armed Security Team onboard

Helicopter winch area?

Doctor onboard?

Helicopter landing area?

Weapons held onboard?

Additional Measures

Any other information which
may assist counter-piracy?

Note: Items in italics appear when the ‘Anti-piracy measure in place’

option is selected.
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ANNEX F

Additional Guidance
for Vessels Engaged in
Fishing

The following guidance for vessels engaged in fishing has been
provided by the following national fishing industry associations:

OPAGAC - Organizacion de Productores Asociados de Grandes
Atuneros Congeladores

ANABAC - Asociacion Nacional de Armadores de Buques Atuneros
Congeladores

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE FOR VESSELS ENGAGED
IN FISHING, IN THE GULF OF ADEN AND OFF THE
COAST OF SOMALIA

l. RECOMMENDATIONS TO VESSELS IN FISHING ZONES

Non-Somali fishing vessels should avoid operating or transiting
within 200 nm of the coast of Somalia, irrespective of whether or
not they had been issued with licenses to do so.

Do not start fishing operations when the radar indicates the
presence of unidentified boats.

If polyester skiffs of a type typically used by pirates are sighted,
move away from them at full speed, sailing into the wind and sea
to make their navigation more difficult.

Avoid stopping at night, be alert and maintain bridge, deck and
engine-room watch.
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During fishing operations, when the vessel is more vulnerable,
be alert and maintain radar watch in order to give maximum
notice to the Authorities if an attack is in progress.

While navigating at night, use only the mandatory navigation
and safety lights so as to prevent the glow of lighting attracting
pirates, who sometimes are in boats without radar and are just
lurking around.

While the vessel is drifting while fishing at night, keep guard at
the bridge on deck and in the engine-room. Use only mandatory
navigation and safety lights.

The engine must be ready for an immediate start-up.
Keep away from unidentified ships.

. Use VHF as little as possible to avoid being heard by pirates and
to make location more difficult.

. Activate the AIS when maritime patrol aircraft are operating in
the area to facilitate identification and tracking.

Il. IDENTIFICATION

Managers are strongly recommended to register their fishing
vessels with MSCHOA for the whole period of activity off the
coast of Somalia. This should include communicating a full
list of the crewmen on board and their vessels’ intentions, if
possible.

Carry out training prior to passage or fishing operations in the
area.

Whenever fishing vessels are equipped with VMS devices, their
manager should provide MSCHOA with access to VMS data.

Fishing vessels should avoid sailing through areas where they
have been informed that suspected pirate ‘Motherships’ have
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possible, any movement of large or small vessels that could be
suspicious.

Fishing vessels should always identify themselves upon
request from aircraft or ships from Operation ATALANTA or
other international or national anti-piracy operation.

Military, merchant and fishing vessels should respond without
delay to any identification request made by a fishing vessel
being approached (to facilitate early action to make escape
possible, especially if the vessel is fishing).

lll. IN CASE OF ATTACK

In case of an attack or sighting a suspicious craft, warn the

Authorities (UKMTO and MSCHOA) and the rest of the fleet.

Communicate the contact details of the second Master of the
vessel (who is on land) whose knowledge of the vessel could
contribute to the success of a military intervention.

Recommendations only for Purse Seiners
Evacuate all personnel from the deck and the crow’s nest.

If pirates have taken control of the vessel and the purse seine
is spread out, encourage the pirates to allow the nets to be
recovered. If recovery of the purse seine is allowed, follow
the instructions for its stowage and explain the functioning of
the gear to avoid misunderstanding.
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ANNEX G

Additional Advice for

Leisure Craft Including
Yachts

In view of the escalation in pirate attacks in the High Risk Area, the
advice is NOT to enter this area.

However a yacht/leisure craft which, despite this advice, decides
on such a passage is recommended to make contact in advance
with the Naval/Military authorities.

See the MSCHOA (www.MSCHOA.com) and ISAF (International
Sailing Federation) websites for the most up to date information
on this process. There is also information on the NATO Shipping
Centre website (www.shipping.nato.int.)

ISAF Cruising microsite - www.sailing.org/cruising.
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Supporting
Organisations

i. BMP4 Signatories

BIMCO is an independent international shipping association, with a
membership composed of ship owners, managers, brokers agents
and many other stakeholders with vested interests in the shipping
industry. The association acts on behalf of its global membership
to promote higher standards and greater harmony in regulatory
matters. It is a catalyst for the development and promotion of fair
and equitable international shipping policy BIMCO is accredited as
a Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO), holds observer status
with a number of United Nations organs and is in close dialogue
with maritime administrations regulatory institutions and other
stakeholders within the EU the USA and Asia. The association
provides one of the most comprehensive sources of practical
shipping information and a broad range of advisory and consulting
services to its members. www.bimco.org

/7
CLIk Cruise Lines International Association

Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA) is the world’s
largest cruise association and is comprised of 25 of the world’s
major cruise lines. CLIA participates in the international regulatory
and policy development process and promotes all measures that
foster a safe, secure and healthy cruise ship environment. CLIA
actively monitors international shipping policy and develops
recommendations to its membership. CLIA serves as a non-
governmental consultative organization to the International Maritime
Organization. www.cruising.org
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The International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) is the international
trade association for merchant ship operators. ICS represents the
collective views of the international industry from different nations,
sectors andtrades. ICS membership comprises national shipowners’
associations representing over 75% of the world’s merchant fleet. A
major focus of ICS activity is the International Maritime Organization
(IMO) the United Nations agency with responsibility for the safety of
life at sea and the protection of the marine environment. ICS is heavily
involved in a wide variety of areas including any technical, legal and
operational matters affecting merchant ships. ICS is unique in that
it represents the global interests of all the different trades in the
industry: bulk carrier operators, tanker operators, passenger ship
operators and container liner trades, including shipowners and third
party ship managers. www.marisec.org

IG IGP&I. (The International Group of P&l Clubs)
International Group of P&I Clubs

Thethirteen principal underwriting member clubs ofthe International
Group of P&l Clubs (‘the Group’) between them provide liability
cover (protection and indemnity) for approximately 90% of the
world’s ocean-going tonnage. Each Group club is an independent,
non-profit making mutual insurance association, providing cover for
its ship-owner and charterer members against third party liabilities
relating to the use and operation of ships. Each club is controlled by
its members through a board of directors or committee elected from
the membership Clubs cover a wide range of liabilities including
personal injury to crew, passengers and others on board, cargo
loss and damage, oil pollution, wreck removal and dock damage.
Clubs also provide a wide range of services to their members on
claims, legal issues and loss prevention, and often play a leading
role in the management of casualties. www.igpandi.org
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